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CONGRESSIONAL.

SPEECH OF MR, MILLSON,

On the resol e s Brasit the
" utions to r tesident's message (o
ﬂpropn'dl standing  commitlees ; delvwered in  the

of Representatives, February 21 and 26, 1850.
Mr. MILLSON said : I endeavored, Mr. Chairman, to
get the floor immediately upon the einu of the remarks
submitted by one of the representatives from Pennaylva-
nia, [Mr. Stevess.] | wished 10 give instant expression

1o the irritation occasioned by the gross and offensive al.

lusiona to 1he State from which I come. That irritation,.

however, was but momentary, and has since subsided
into & quiet feeling of loathing and indignation—a feel-
ng more filling the ation and the . Inspeak
a.of the stave population of my Siate, and of the em-

oyment of her’ citizens, that member had the boldness

declare that Virginia was now so degraded, that—
but | will. not, | canoot repeat the gross language uttered
bf him: I could not do so without violating the decorum
of this body—without outruging those ieties which
should, at all times, be respeeted and obse rved—without
shocking the delicacy of that portion of our uuditors who
uttend our deliberations in the mnldenaothn‘l l::{ will
hear nothing to olfend their modesty or wound their sen-
sibility, 8ir, [ do nol mean 10 defend Virginia against
such charges—such impotations as these: she wo
. It would, indeed, be a kind of
degradation, were slie, by even the humblest of her rep-
resentatives, to acknowledyge that such vindication could
be necessary. ‘The member from Pennsylvania has no
power, and can Im-.!l; have the expectation to do her in-
Jury. Does he talk of degradation? Does he call de.
gaded the native land of Henry, of Wythe, of Pendieton,
Muson, Marshall, Jelferson, the Lees, the Randolphs, and
ot thut greater man than all, whose wisdom and whose
valor recured to the member from Pennsylvania the very
puvilege he has abused of ﬂhll'mlnE the representatives
of o tree aml hn}srg people ! Look there! look there!
MMHIK to & full-length portrait of Washington.] Let

tngjestie figure awe him into eonfusion and shame.
I leave nim to the condemnation of that constituency,
whose opinions and feellngs | am sure he has inisrepre-
sented. | leave him to the reproaches of his colleagues,
whose sense of decency and justice | know he has oul-
raged ; and, what will'be a far greater punishment than
all, | leave him tothe blighting applause of his sympa-
thizers and abetiors. )
Sir, I desire now to notice, very briefly, some of the
remarks which fell from the gentleman from Onio, [Mr,
Campperr.] That gertleman, with what objeet I do not
know, was pleased to instruct the upan some
points of our early history, by gcadingé among other
things, t of public ge held in Yinginia
before the revolution, sl which resolutions were ado
against the importution of slaves; that is to say, resolun.
uons aguinst the Alrican slave trade  These resolutions
were read by the gentleman with an air of trinmph, and
h?a woke of them .relff l";: upposed tluht_lheb ti
of the present of Yirginia upon this subject were
sadly fﬁrautm those e‘maruiar:c’l" by their ::wl.
Did he design to make the impression that the African
slave trade would be favored or approved by the people
of Virginin at this time, or, 80 far us he knows, or has
ever heard, by a single person among them? 1f he did, |
tell him he spoke witnout warrant; and [ tell him fur.
ther, that no one has displayed more zeal and enthusiasm
in his eiforts to suppress tins traffie, sill earried on by
northern men, than a distinguished citizen of Virginia,
Mr. Wise, while representing the United States as minis-
ter at the court of Brazil.
The gentleman, too, spoke with great complacency of
the superior enlightenment of the free Siates of the North
and West, and took eare o make especinl allusion, in no
very complimentary terins, to Virginia and North Caro-
lina. Would the gentleman be willing to look to the
public councils of the country for the test of this relative
intelbgence? The gentleman from Massachuseits { Mr,
Manx) may perhaps be excusable in indulging, as he has
done, such reflectons as these. If [ am correctly in-
forined as to his habits, he has been so actively employed
up stores of knowledge for himself that he

Mar 1—lmw D.C.
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Jor are they restrained by prudental considerations from

in heag
has bad little leisure for observing the acquisitions ol
others. [ de not know that this excuse is applicable to

But | pass on to other matters, | have felt much sur-
rise,Mr. Chairman, that, since the reception of the Pres-
ident's messages relajini 1o Culifornia, the friends of the
administration om this have not pereeived an exist-
ing necessity for some defence of the course and opimions
ot the Execative. The honorable gentleman from Mas.
sachuseus, [ Mr. Wintanor,] who has just taken his
seat, has done little more then merely 1o allude to them.
Can it be that they suppose no apalogy 10 be necessary ?

altempiing a vindication not llte}z‘w be puccesaful ! It
might not be easy 1o justily the Fresident's misrecital of
the clause in the constitution which relates to the power
of Congress ** to dispose of and make all needful rules
and regulati respecting the lerritory or other prop-
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erty belonging to the United States.” Yes, the 1ernitory
or other property belongimg fo the United States. 1f it
was weeidental, it was, in the present state of the coun-
try, a very unlucky aceident, that a southern President
should have declared in a State paper that Congress has
power ** 10 make all needful rules and ations respect-
ing the Terrutories of the United States " —that this hom-
ble word territory, descriptive only of land on real estate,
should be changed 1o Territories—honored with the im.
perinl plural, and dignified with a capital initial—that
this dependent terricory, classed with the other property
“belonging to” the Unied States, skould be converied
into Tetritories o the United States, us if the -

pled | 5o much deprecates.

CITY OF WASHINGTON, SUNDAY MORNING, MARCH 10, 1850,

source they derived them ; or whether they are left solel
0 the guidanss of uinw’d:'-m e familiady called
the law of watwre, 1f they are in this condition, there is
certainly the more blame to those whose duty it may have
been 1o provide them other laws ; but still, in ab-

“nu'pl.“:“ wﬁs‘;‘il&n.d.ifneult 1o imagine upo 'hl;:
ciple of proceeded termining w
ﬁ:ll what of P‘ul:'“ should ll: entitled 0 unile

Sape ?n nl'dl‘hl U;l::ll ‘:t I&phin&h
Lio w Lha @ prinei-
w, l:ham:u y lydmf“.i.n-

with them in

3
3
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of twenty-one
the period when lhe.‘ﬁ;hl of nl? V-

LR
arnment. commes he inhabilants, indeed, have

ernment commences, [f t
lately passed thro 8 revolution, why, that explains
ov:? hl:li but if the President has incited or encour-
such a rev among a people owing alleginnce
Ei‘ﬁha Uniied States, he ey gl ;rl:r‘e responsi-
ity ¢
8ir, {rom some expressions in the first California mes-
ylamledtos ltg:llh [l incognita—this
3'«'. of Californi a partof ou“r' ln::irl:ry ongi.l‘u shores
of the Pacific; and that the pr fings, which

in the adoption of what is called a Stute copstitation,
were advised any by the President.
Let me re -of the-expressions to which  allude :

“ 1 did not hesitale to express 10 the people of these Ter-

uld | ritaries iny desire thateach Territory shonld, if prapased 10

ly with the | of the constitution ol the Uni.
ted Sutes, farm a plan of & State constitution, nod submit
the same 0 Congress, with n prayer for admission inlo the
Uninn ns n Srue,”

were none’ there who, by law, were authorized 1o act
upon his advice, He wished Territory to_gome into
the Union as a State! Here, 100, he asswined an author-
il{ that belongs to Congress alone. How could he pos-
sibly know what disposition Congress might think proper
to make of the territory acquired from Mexica? In
1804 Louisiana was divided into two Territories; and in
1822 East and West Florida were consolidated into one,
And yet the President, in advance of all legislauon, ad-
vises the pepple of éach Territory to form & plan of a
State constitution. Agai :

" Under whuse oir , [ thonght, and still think,
that it was my duty to endeavar to put it in the power ol
Congress, by the m{mlnion of California und New Mexizo
us States, o remove all ion fir the y ngita-
tion of the public mind." 4

The unnecessary agitation ! Whigs of the South, what
say you to this? "But surely there was un easier method
of preventing this agitation: he had only to declare hia
purpose to m the pledges made on his behall by his
southern supportars, before his election to the presidency.
[ am surry, sir, that the President bas not thought fit o
adopt this simple mode of al inf the agitation which he

v _In of that, the people now
dwelling in California and New are in to
usarp powers bain‘minh; only to the representatives of the

e of the Uni tales—io prevent the public mind

rom being unnecessarily agl‘um;! Who knows but the

same motive may induce the President to communicate to
1his House the coustitution of the State of Columbin,
soon, perhaps, to be ndopted by the people of this Dis.
trict, in the exercise of those natural rights of self -s:v-
ernment which have been respected on the other side of
tLe continent ?
_ Sir, had _the President been disposed to seek for the
limit of his authority in the precedents supplied by the
carly legislation of ress, he could have been at no
Inss to understand the extent of his power. In October,
1803, soon after the acquisition uisiana, a luw was
passed wuthorizing the President to ke possession of
that territory, and to appoint the military, civil, and ju-
dicial officers. A similar law was passed in 1821, in refa-
tion to Floridn; and in 1822, such eitizens us
the qualifications prescribed by law were authorized to
vlect w delegate to Cougress.” Express authority was
iven 1o the President, in the case of Louisinna and
lorhus, to appoint a legislative colineil. 1f these u;lz
" lents were forg , how was it that the law whic
passed al the jast session of Congress,-not twelve months
1go, was also oveclooked ? T allude to the act esmblish-
ing @ territorial government for Minnesota. Congress, in
their simphieity, then supposed that the right to prescribe
the qualitications of voiers was exclusively theirs; and
that it was especially proper 10 confine 1o ciiizens of the
United Sutes the high privilege of regulating the domes-
tic alluirs of a territory “belonging to the United States.”
But new lights bave lately dawned npon us!
_ 8ir, whatever surprise and regret the course and opin-
ions of the adminisiration may bave occasioned 1o v
southern suppoiters, | cannot say they were unexpected
to me. [ could bave wished, however, thal my appre-
hensions had not been realized, and that the President,
¢lected ns e was, with the concurrence of so many of
the southern States, would have deemed their cause that
of the constitution.  But [ fear it is now too late; and it
s with real mortification that I find mysell constrained
1o class President Taylor in the number of our opponents.
Bat there is only the greater necessity laid upon us, sup-
ported, as they seem 1o be, by this powerful auxiliary, to
expose 1he errors into which they have fallen, and assail
the positions they have h
1 trust | shall be enabled 1o enter upon this discuasion
with calmness and moderation, and with all proper par-
linmentary deference to the feclings and opinions of t
who ditler from me. :
We are told, sir, that it is not the purpose of the North
10 abolish slavery in any State or Territory where it now
exi-ts, bat only to prolibit its introduction into territory
which is now Iree, is 1nthe statement of the northern
position, and it is this mode of mating the question at
issne betweon us that has exerted so disastrous an
fl the ol the ol the non-

tion had reference to those political eommunities which
bave since bheen kuown by the designation of lerritories.
It was still more unforiunate that the President should
encourage an opinion of the power of ress 1o pro-
hibit slavery in California—an opinion which would be
pluasible, if his own language were really that of the
constituuon—by saying that, *as, under the constitution,
Congreas has power 1o make all needful rules and regu-
lations respecting the Terntories of the United States,
every new scquisition of territory has led to discussions
on tie question, whetlier the system of involuntary ser-
vitude wlich prevails in many of the States should or

upon ¥ :
slaveholding States.  But in declaring that their sole ob-
Ject is to prohibit the introduetion of this institution into
a country where it does not now prevail, they only beg
the question. They take for granted what tha?! are re.
quired to prove, wnd what [ wow most emphatically
deny.  The mstitution of slavery does now exisl in Cali-
Sornm and the other terntory acquired from Mexico ; and
the legislation contemplated by the North, if it could have
uny constitational validity at all, would abolish and sup-
press it, and not merely prevent its introduction. 1 do not
say that there are slaves in California, bul that slavery, as
@ recognised relation, as a domestic or political institu-

should not be prohibited in that Territory™—as if he sap-
posed that these discussions were all natural and prqiver. |
wnd relating to subjects within the legitimate control of |
Congress, “as it has power to make all needful rules |
and re‘ul.lliom respgeting the Territories of the United |
Sluies,™ : ;

[Here, the hour being late, Mr. MiLusox gave way fo |
 motion that the committes rise.  On Tuesduy, the 26th |
ol Fehruary, he umed, and luded his speech as |
Tollows :]

Mt Cramaax ;: When [ yielded, on Thursday, toa
motion (hat tie committee rise, | was procesding 1o com-
ment upon the President's misrecitul of that clause of the
constitution which relates 1o the power ol Conggress 1o
make “all needinl rules and regulations respecing the
werrithry or other property belonging 1o the United States,”
anil upon bis sub ot uther lungunge, which seemed
1o imply his own beliel thal Congress possess ihe power
to legislate for the prohibition of siavery in the Territw-
rien,

Bat, sir, it was the “unkindest cut of all” that the
President should have given the weight of his official
station to a doctrine that is auterly destructive of (he
hopens subversive ol the righis ol the Souwth—ine
1:?.?\1: that xgj:.tlru laws sl ;l;:crn ‘::c I-hmu?l:h

Yaleforma. nage i, ' ple of this
Terrnory il l'n](""'ltl'.tﬂllﬂﬁl and [i‘l‘l’llll'::,ﬂ of their
ipal laws, oiiginally derived from Mexico” He
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“|it wan the composition of Gen, Riley, or

. er

but vague, broad, uoqualified, | s used, from
which the inlerence ?-q. hat, In tl:':‘omun of the Presi-
dent, the institation of slavery, forbidden by the Mexican
laws, cannot, without a change of those laws, be legal-
ized in California,

But, sir, all these ex ions of erronecus and mis.
chievous opivion and mim d'lud‘g into utter insig-
nificance, when compared with the startling acrs wh':elh
the President has encouraged, abelted, and participated
in, A short time ago, he transmitied to this House a
writing, which he was pleased 10 eall “‘the constitation
of the State of Califorma” He informed us it had been
received [rom Gen, Riley, but be did not el us whether
whom it
was written or composed ; nor did he even tell us why
and for what putpose it had been drawn up, nor for
what object It was communicated to this House. Sir,
where 1 this State of Californin! In what hemisphers

it lie! Is it & foreign State in amity wih the
zl:.ud !um]“oc is it & part of *the territory or oth
» longing . 10 the

U
E. mmu of l:;chgmq of Calilornia

E‘*ﬂmm

of | rivory.

ot i g g Ve )
f.""mhgﬁm

tion, does at this time previil inroughout California and
New Mexico, The absence ol sluves Ot necessd-
nly prove the unlawfulness of slavery. 1I all the slaves
in the Suae of Vinginia should be sent beyood her bor-
ders, or smmneiputed by thelr several praprietars, coald it

e waid that slavery no longor existed there! that (s an-
cient anJ ieed relation between masier and servant
wan, by this n tal avkence or eu ol the

slaves, destroyed or prohibited 1, Would the nght of her
citigons 10 Aeqaire aod introdyee other slaves ffom otier
Sisies be at an end ! Undoubtedly not. ‘The right to bold
sluves would exint, though there wight be nu slaves. A
right always precedes ibe occasion for its exercise,  The
right to establish & bank precedes the actual ereation of
the baok ; the right to elect 1o office precedes the actual
appoistment ol the oflicer; the right of property in &
house precedes the nctual erection of the bailding,  The
nun existence ol & Wing does not prove its illegality. The
ubsence of persons holding the relation of husband and
wile would not prove the unlawful.ess ol thg instguon
of mariage. SRt )

Whether, then, the institatian of slavery or the right to
hiold slaves does or does not exist in California depends
not at all upon the actual presence of slaves in thai Ter-
I'o determine this poinl, we must naceriain
whether the existing law in Calitornia aathorizes or for-
bids slavery \hpre, 1f it is authorized, then the effect of

I I ¢ 14 10 abolesh slavery where it now
exists, nidd not mimply 10 exciude it from places where it
daus not exist. ) f

Wuat, then, are W Jaws prevailing in California ?
This 1s a material inquiry ; for ) genilemen insist that
sluyery is at this time probibited i that Cerritory, they
st nl.:l us by what laws this state of things has been

roduecd,

The only laws ta which Galifornia i or can be subject
are the constitution of the United States, the acts pussed
trom Lime (o Gine by Congress, the treaty between the
Unjled Siates and Mexico, and what is generally called
the focal law existing in Caliiornia at the time of its wc-
quisition by the United Staces. If slavery is now exclu-
ded (rom that Territory, it must be by foree of some one
or more of these ; for no other does or can exisl there. 1f
it be prohibiled by none of these, then it is not probibited
wtall, | shall endeavor, Mr. Chuirman, 10 show that it
-nmlloit‘ Illﬂ hruyh:l Mm‘:immm in do.
iy 80, 1L Will appear that, notwii I
angurances of tne Nor, what they propose is really
10 abolish the institution of slavery where 1l now lagelly

nxIns,
Is slavery exelnded f ornia nstilution
olth_ll!:l,nd&m! "ﬂﬁrﬁ.‘l?;’b?ﬁum

tation hase o apphication w & Cerritory, and I

| TS ia s RS
several d and

by . senator [from

puredit of happl- | Gentlemen vaguel

He advised the people! What people? Certainly, there | 3

gress, wpplies 1o the
building of u house
| the Siates, and w0 all the Terri
States. Let
r_llyntinﬁ‘llldl a law, eve
t of the government, w
house would not extend to the
suprems will imh&hd“‘
there are persons who owe

subjects of Certain provisions of
constitation aLE!l. The
thorize many things to

another, Shall it therefore be said
tenil 1o both places ?
formed by one class of officers
Does it therefore not exiend 1o all 7

apply to the Territories, when the ju
tories hold their appointments, not ¢
as required by constitul
years? The mnswer is very phain
constitution authorizes the appointm

does not extend to them

Having succeeded, Mr. Chairman
showing that the nouhrmuol contr
the government established by it,
be—whether in the States or in the

or all of its provisions,

Ject 1o ita o ion ?
which this ifﬂ m

hold the atfirmative side of the
where and how slavery is prohibited
But let me ask how it was that slave
in Louisians and Florida after th

force, ah or
me not be told that its continued ex
made in contravention of

not in the States—if the tion [
rect? The constitation om Un
preme law of the land, and nd

fod Baasen Do n bited
nite . But is it ibi

Congress ! f so, show it m.
What ure ils

any act of

made—up to this time

the passage of an act for
But wus it by the treaty with
title to California

18 very pu

sacha stipulation would have had

deny that it contains any

tution, by any act af Congress, or
that slay - i
there at
which that_Territory is

| mean what s usually called the
existing at the time our title necrued.
I know, sir, that this is the
men on the other side will be
ment. [ know, too, that ve
south—men ol

are quick to feel and ready to
mon of the North, entertain the
now & prohibited institution in Califo
ico, under the !

enl of the

aots of Congresa. Wit

on natonal law,

i Calid
at the time of its conquest, or, if
acquisition by treaty, continae un
anuul
ihat, as alavery was ubolished
unues in force. Sir, with all m!
withorities that have assumed an

the United States, except by a

code, by e authoritics o1 our own
junadicoon over the subject,
quered these

less perfect now, since peace has bee
when our possession was con
laston of id

18 Just a# apparent—they have a right
choine to govern them. '

standing of the irue

judicial decimons. | do not mean o

reasond, they may be just what they
malter for themaselves entirely.
There are two kinds of law

people are governed, and by wh

fundamental law—and the decisions

courts and judges,
log  the

R 1l :
n the city of Bir, this is all that is the courts and by wri.
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The error inlo which so person,
this point_resulls from_ thcuil:“c);g:u\lzu the objects or

coustitution
be done at mwﬂm and

or abrosi—I W to connider whether
hibited in California, or anywhere el

ied Siates

When was it
provisions? But this will hardly be ai- |10 the
firmed, Ntz_!mllmu will be s0 bold as wmiia that | secuted by the coustitution.. Will you di
o ‘T:;muhnwt:n been puuoq;dlbfolhhint or | these rights are not oum

prohi very in the Mexi-

€0, wh.nn.ln nmw bers'the ml:n'; M.qm l.h.l-l“::li been :I-&:
ily unsuccessful—to procure | you

it perhaps material to suggest that the

trealy was
sich rm:ul_f

exists, letit be pointed out. It is pot,then, by the

; B ihe Maxi

uﬂo.hlhu_ in Califoraia, if it be ,

. numlymnﬂr.rmdh.:im Lh:"mw&dn tions wealth
...phpud 1o be subject it

remains to inquire whether alavery is prohi V .

great deference to these opin-
ions, | beg leave to say, that I think the pmucd? “what ?
an imperfect understanding of the views ol some wrilers | But it is the [ashion of the day. We mpﬁﬂn
v, and the reasoning of some of our courts | who breed quarrels, and med!al.o’n who fomant dissen-
of justice on this rabject. The position assumed by

by same express and posilive legialation; and
i : m Wﬁ by Mexico,
itis now proliibited, because the Mexican law still con-
respect for the
announced this posi-
tiou, | ke leave 1o say that, in my humble judgment, it | oo
15 a8 erroneous as it is dungerous. | deny that any

fean law is in force at all, in any territory belonging to
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tories. o0 & Jaw
Washing-
tories of the United

any conlroversy occur—no matter where—

every court, every
nd by its isions,
'l‘ur{mialrf‘ blnl the

in the law extends wherever |and not at all npon their original enaciment an
ence lo 1t, ¥

have fallen upon

constitution with the | their dispates upon th
and does au- When th

does au-
nol at

that it not ex-

It requires certmin duties to be per- | prompt. ‘This bei
e mmmmmmm':. i y

ges in these Terri-

not dar behavior,
o Loy i

and le, I the
ent d“;u’d'n in the

Tlﬂmiﬂfﬂl“mﬂf}ymhﬂ'-m it be said that it
L{it does not authorize it, then | cognised
m{:ﬂummmﬂwud upon this difference of | the

as [ trust 1 have, in

utrols all the agenta of

w b
Torstarias,of hows
slavery is pro-
se, by force of any

vigore, excl

by

by the conatitution.
cotinued to exist
acquisition from

France and Spain, il the constitation, of its own'
o e s | whtead i P

istence wis secured

1 \u;rd is to abolish
by treaty.; for no treaty could have any validity that was | now exists, and not mérely to ent its
L the constitution,
slavery abolished in the District of Co!nmbin--nlg..

hy is not
why
Cor-
s the su.
could maintain for

an instant an justitulion that was probibited by that in- |1ion between the Elllhl:“r;‘l';f m'w&'

sirument.
1 think, Mr. Chairman, that [ am justified in conclud-
ing, that if sl:nry.&e pmhihih:l"i:h&!ihmh, it is not | we do not ask it of

constitation of the.
there by any nct of
passed ?

y " exico, m:;:‘aai[n‘lg:: ml& :lmp.b:x‘wwm of the Union, m?:r
very was. prohibit o whal, Upon your own argument, is &
Territory? 1 shall nol, Mr, Cﬁirm. stop I-:l da:v that | idle thing! — T

no validity, nor is
country was al-
1 simpl
any

lcan tredly

bited by that—

local law, or the law

upon which gentle-
Qnml 153:,‘

ic im,

1 lates—savereignti ising, by a
the meditated aggres: | common agency, the few powers not m%%’
inion that slavery is | separale mw.ﬁamrﬁnrlhﬂintquﬂt of k =

rivis and New Mex-

nol alaw not derived from the | the prejudices, of one another
United Siates, lﬁ indi - e

constitution and the

Tom
y those

tlemen please, its
they are repealed or

high

o our own
vernment, baving

B e L
peo, ouf arms, on conqu 0
tarn hy their lows ¥ 1s oue control over the h‘r‘hlitmll

n declared, and the

country qaietly surrendered to nuw.:;umlpn it was
' submis-

sion involuniary ! The v roposition involves a con-
.’ Stuted ilﬂapulhrr form, its incongroity

1o govern us, tll we

Let us examine the sources of this erroneous doctrine. | sul of
| have suid that it proceeds, as | think, from & misunder- :tl:clﬁ‘:md
and meaning

of some of our
attack these deci-

nsions, bat onlg to explain them ; though I do not wishi 10

e as ng that the reasons given b
Judges for deciding « canse in a partionlar :nymé
nymqu&lmm. except so (ar as may

lie commended 10 us by their own intrinsie valae. “Their
decimans are binding enouagh ; eertainly it is not our
provinee 1o annal them, They put an end to the contro-
versy which it was their duty 1o settle ; but, as for their

plense. That is a

which the American

: i ond ool hepitative
L | wrt re ascertal Al ve
oot of dietens, 10 whioh 1 iselads

itavonal or

or ons ol

In all controversies that arise
rpose ‘ol meseriing  righls or redressing

wrongs, w w rulg of d

ried into effect by the courts.

views of justice and right.  They ha

" L3
i W it , of eourse, be
tive anthority, it mn lll't Pvs 107 gtk rule s
decision is declared, the julges must decide all controver.
sies that are hrought betore them, according to their own
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i b ‘the
prohibit, or abolish slavery in sny place or coun :::- tomy
I{ "so, show me the provi
) In wnat clause or section will it 1
be found ? 1t s not for me to prove that the constitution | vote? That bill conferred no privilege u
works no such results. Tt s incumbent on thosé who
argument 10 point out

| i the Union of the lion
many persons i e Unin:':r‘ the v;-ﬂ':?.“n and the
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“ | view, it is proved to be misch
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o s . e o8 wherever there are | these dec

such m%n:um“fu ln:mwﬂlu they would have been d

tion, or from the constitution into be- | it 1o be righ

ing—no r whether in the Territories or in the | clared that, in 1o case, s f

States—it addresses itsell to them and commands their | former laws or custorms '

Ohedinncn. Lok thmgo i they: may-—io Eatops, {would be o o 0 A

1 the sons—| reign Wi rung&-mﬂdwﬁhm ' ¢ 10 them at

fows. " - _M_M.. o ,t ol gol And this proves, 'sir, th e Ao v b that

Bir, not_only the. gouski Tt < ! exican Iaw, and not the Mexiean law

controls An unwilling Awerican court,

oqn%:m country continuing uniil others are pre
the eonqueror. They co only hecagm
:&ymtiuu‘::m' They tl:un:dffod’ nly
Judiciab tribunals choose 1o enforee ‘them, 108 upe
uasent, this adoption, that their foree and validity

gition by a power which has ceased to exist. Whien ths
nh:{:ymul:nihml which he i u?dw or indifferent,
he will indulge the ecmquerfni inhabitants by “wet
¢ prineiples 1o which th
customed, en they relate to things in any way con-
cerning himself or affecting his own %mm interests,
he will decide them ns his own wishes and interests may
e e e
an ol's Uni-
States as nny remove to this new T-rrm for the
ment of theif conqoest

This view of the subject ests the reply to Mr. | parpose of entering upon the
Webater's triumphant luqd'u'.v. m w-oomd’t?ﬁ{n.wuld zpum. Ililllz l‘:;' o

! must be decided by the tribiing

established there by our own government, not' 1
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compromise bill; which was i
Me. Clayton and, "
fedted in the House, almost

n
nove. [tdid not propose to esta
this Territory; we asked no such thing.
to submit our existing rights to the a
coprts of law ; to leave things as it {on|
such rights as, under the constitution, we now possess—
not to confer any that we do not now' 5| paminsnig

The Northi-wouald not consent to-this, = Why, sir, 1
cept that ‘their nim ol ivery where

into a T where it is alrea
sition is fair, just, impregnahle.
things as they aré—to claim the rights
us. We ask no:lnw for the

thig Territory, 1f the itution and the existi

you, gentlemen of 1
tion by wresting it from’us.
'e are “ni
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